SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
APRIL 27,2025

ST. MARK EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
HAMILTON, NJ

A family of faith, rooted in Word and Sacrament
proclaiming the redeeming love of Jesus Christ
through worship, nurture, and service.



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
The Easter season lasts for fifty days—a “week of weeks.” In this season, John the evangelist will provide sign
after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. The risen Jesus will return to us again and again in the
mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE

Please stand as you are comfortable.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

Holy God,

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that make a people your own,

that restore to wholeness,

and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that strengthen believers

and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,

that our every day is shaped by these waters

that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.

Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN Now ALL THE VAULT OF HEAVEN RESOUNDS ELW 367
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain

Assisting minister
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This 1s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

0 God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your
risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us
to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 5:27-32

27When [the temple police] had brought [the apostles], they had them stand before the
council. The high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach
in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are
determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 22 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We
must obey God rather than any human authority. 3° The God of our ancestors raised up
Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand
as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And
we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those
who obey him.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 150

1 Hallelujah! Praise God in the | holy temple;
praise God in the | mighty firmament.

2 Praise God for | mighty acts;
praise God for ex- | ceeding greatness.

3 Praise God with | trumpet sound;
praise God with I lyre and harp.

4Praise God with tambou- | rine and dance;
praise God with | strings and pipe.

5> Praise God with re- | sounding cymbals;
praise God with loud | clanging cymbals.

¢ Let everything | that has breath
praise the Lorp. | Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: REVELATION 1:4-8
4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from the one who is and who was and who is to come and from
the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness,
the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood ¢ and made us a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Creator, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

7 Look! He is coming with the clouds;

every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him,
and all the tribes of the earth will wail on account of him.
So it is to be. Amen.

8“ am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to

come, the Almighty.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 12:1-8
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked
where the disciples were, for fear of the Judeans, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 2! Jesus said to them again, “Peace be
with you. As God has sent me, so [ send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the
nails and my hand in his side, [ will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!” 29]Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in
this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

This is the good news of the Gospel.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please stand as you are comfortable.



HYMN OF THE DAY CHRIST HAS ARISEN, ALLELUIA ELW 364
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Refrain
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4 “Go spread the news: he’s not in the grave.
He has arisen this world to save.
Jesus’ redeeming labors are done.
Even the battle with sin is won.”
Refrain

5 Christ has arisen to set us free.

Alleluia, to him praises be.

Jesus is living! Let us all sing;

he reigns triumphant, heavenly king.
Refrain




APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Preserve the earth as a safe home for all creatures. Restore habitats contaminated by
pollution or overuse, strengthen efforts to shape more sustainable communities, and make
us mindful of the impacts of our daily lives on the well-being of creation.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Kindle in the nations a spirit of cooperation and mutual care. Raise up creative and
courageous leaders committed to shaping just solutions to complex challenges in our local
and global communities. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Embrace all who carry wounds, that they might know your compassion. Draw near to

those with chronic pain or anxiety, and all for whom death is near. Comfort individuals
and communities suffering in any way. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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Transform our fear into curiosity and love, especially across differences in race, religion,
sexuality, gender identity, and economic situation. Unravel stereotypes that lead to
discrimination, and destroy oppressive systems that marginalize vulnerable communities.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us;
in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
Offering plates are located by the entrances to the sanctuary. Your gifts support St. Mark, its
mission, and its partnerships with local, statewide, and national partners.

Please stand as you are comfortable.
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OFFERING HYMN
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OFFERING PRAYER
Risen One,

You have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring.
Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that

we will live as your risen body in the world.
Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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HoLy, HoLy, HoLy
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal:
you we praise and glorify,

you we worship and adore.

You formed the earth from chaos;

you encircled the globe with air;

you created fire for warmth and light;

you nourished the lands with water.

You molded us in your image,

and with mercy higher than the mountains,

with grace deeper than the seas,

you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own.
That also we, estranged and dying,

might be adopted to live in your Spirit,

you called to us through the life and death of Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate,
send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit,

whose breath revives us for life,

whose fire rouses us to love.

Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food.

Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit,

that we may be a living tree,

sharing your bounty with all the world.

Holy and benevolent God,

receive our praise and petitions,

for all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One,

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

Please be seated.
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At St. Mark, we share communion with wheat and gluten-free wafers and with red wine and red grape juice.
Everyone is welcome to receive communion, regardless of age, religious background, or life experience.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION SONG: LAMB OF GOD
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CoMMUNION HYMN CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY; ALLELUIA! ELW 369
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1 Christ the Lord is ris’n  to - day; Al le - lu - ia!
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Al le - lu - ia!
3 Christ, the vic - tim un - de - filed, Al le - lu - ia!
4 Chris-tians, on this ho - ly day, Al le - lu - ia!
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Chris-tians,has - ten  on  your way; Al le lu - ia!
sin - less in the  sin - ner’s stead. Al le lu - 1a!
God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled, Al le lu - ia!
all  your grate-ful hom -age pay; Al le lu - 1a!
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of - fer praise with love re - plete, Al le lu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n  on high; Al le Iu - 1a!
when con -tend - ing death and life, Al le Iu - 1a!
Christ the Lord 1s ris’n  on high; Al le lu - ia!
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at the pas - chal vic- tim’s feet. Al le - lu - ia!
now he lives, no more to die. Al le - lu - 1a!
met 1n strange and awe - some strife. Al le - lu - ial
now he lives, no more to die. Al le - lu - 1a!
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CoMMUNION HYMN THE PEACE OF THE LORD ELW 646
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1 The peace of the Lord, the peace of  the Lord, the
2 The peace of the  Lord, the  peace of the Lord, the
3 The peace of the Lord, the  peace of the Lord, the
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Lord 1s a - mong us right now, so o - pen your - selves to re -
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chil - dren. The peace of the Lord is for you and for
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me, and al - so for all of God’s chil - dren.
now, SO 0 - pen your - selves to re - ceive Iit.
live, SO 0 - pen your - selves now to share it.

Please stand as you are comfortable.

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Living One,

In this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your
wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary
world. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, * Savior, and Spirit, light
your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN THE DAY OF RESURRECTION ELW 361
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1 The day of res - ur - rec - tion! Earth, tell it out a - broad,
2 Let hearts be purged of e - wvil that we may see a - right
3 Now let the heav'ns be joy - ful, let earth its song be - gin,
4 All praise to God the Fa - ther, all praise to Christ the Son,
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the pass-o - ver of glad - ness, the pass-o - ver of God.
the Lord in rays e - ter - mnal of res - ur - rec-tion light,

the round world keep high tr1 - umph and all that 1is there- in.
all praise to God the Spir - it e - ter - nal Three in One!
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From death to life e - ter - nal, from sin’s do- min-1on free,
and lis-tning to his ac - cents,may hear, so calm and plain,
Let all things, seen and un - seen, their notes of glad-ness blend;
Let all the ran-somed num - ber fall down be - fore the throne,
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our Christ has brought us 0 - ver with hymns of vic - to - ry.

his own “All hail!” and hear - ing, may raise the glad re - frain.
for Christ the Lord has r1s - en, our joy that has no end!
and hon - or, pow’T, and glo - ry as - cribe to God a - lone!
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Thank you to today’s worship leaders!
Lector: John Kroschwitz
Communion Assistant: Wayne Herpel
Ushers: Mary Hoh and Nadine Mileski
Livestream Operator: Michaela Arzt
Altar Guild: Lisa Fritzinger and Michaela Arzt
Pastor: Rev. Linnéa K. Clark
Church Administrator: Robin Harris
Minister of Music: John Kling
Ministers: People of St. Mark

Worship with Us

We gather for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am (a full-length, more formal service)
and on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm (a shorter, more informal service). During Lent, our Wednesday evenings
begin with a simple supper of soup and bread at 5:45 pm, and our service uses Holden Evening Prayer.

We host Peace of Mindfulness, a mindfulness meditation class, on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.
Beginners and advanced practitioners alike are welcome.

Serve with Us

We welcome volunteers every Sunday after worship to help with Lunches with Love, which prepares lunches
for clients of HomeFront. Recently, we shared our 16,000t lunch! Contact Karen Breninghouse
(kbreninghouse@gmail.com) for more information.

Contact Us
You can reach our office at admin@stmarkhamilton.org and at (609) 585-7087.

You can reach Pastor Linnéa Clark directly at pastor@stmarkhamilton.org
or at (215) 620-4977 in case of emergency.

You can also find us online at stmarkhamilton.org
and at facebook.com/stmarkhamilton.

Liturgical texts copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress from sundaysandseasons.com. Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS023104. Used by permission.

Music reprinted with permission under Onelicense #A-728813. All rights reserved.

Scripture texts from New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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