FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 11,2025

ST. MARK EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
HAMILTON, NJ

A family of faith, rooted in Word and Sacrament
proclaiming the redeeming love of Jesus Christ
through worship, nurture, and service.



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was true for
Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “Who have come out of the great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is
true for us and for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and 1
will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE

Please stand as you are comfortable.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that make a people your own,

that restore to wholeness,

and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that strengthen believers

and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,

that our every day is shaped by these waters

that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN CHRIST IS ALIVE! LET CHRISTIANS SINGS ELW 389
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

0 God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in
everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-
pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43
36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas.
She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she became ill and died.
When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near
Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the
request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter got up and went with them, and
when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him,
weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with
them.

40 Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the
body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat
up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he
showed her to be alive. 42 This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the
Lord. 3 Meanwhile, he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 23: Shepherd Me, O God
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SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 19 They cried out in a loud
voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!”
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing,

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

and thanksgiving and honor

and power and might

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and
where have they come from?” 141 said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he
said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

15 For this reason they are before the throne of God

and worship God day and night within the temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.



16 They will hunger no more and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat,
17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 10:22-30
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2 At that time the Festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around
him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell
us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do
in my Father’s name testify to me, 26 but you do not believe because you do not belong to
my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. [ know them, and they follow me. 28] give them
eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 2° My
Father, in regard to what he has given me, is greater than all, and no one can snatch them
out of the Father’s hand. 39 The Father and I are one.”

"This is the good news of the Gospel.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please stand as you are comfortable.




HYMN OF THE DAY THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS ELW 502
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

You guide your people to the waters of life. Make your church a nourishing place for all
who are thirsty for hope and healing. Renew us in the waters of baptism, and send us forth
as signs of your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You tend to the earth, sustaining life in all places. Revive fragile ecosystems and restore
species in danger of extinction. Teach us new ways of living in balance and harmony with
our non-human neighbors. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You lead all peoples along right pathways. Grant wisdom and compassion to judges,
lawyers, mediators, and legal advocates. Dismantle systems of mass incarceration,
empower processes of restorative justice, and encourage all who strive for healing in our
communities. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You wipe the tears from every eye. Tend to all who struggle with anxiety or depression,
loneliness, or despair. Enfold all who are in any need in your shepherding care.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

10



This Mother’s Day, bless mothers, grandmothers, and all who offer mothering care. Come
close to those whose relationships with their families are difficult, and console all who
grieve the loss of mother figures or the loss of children.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us;
in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
Offering plates are located by the entrances to the sanctuary. Your gifts support St. Mark, its
mission, and its partnerships with local, statewide, and national partners.

Please stand as you are comfortable.
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OFFERING HYMN
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OFFERING PRAYER
Risen One,

You have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring.
Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that

we will live as your risen body in the world.
Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal:
you we praise and glorify,

you we worship and adore.

You formed the earth from chaos;

you encircled the globe with air;

you created fire for warmth and light;

you nourished the lands with water.

You molded us in your image,

and with mercy higher than the mountains,

with grace deeper than the seas,

you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own.
That also we, estranged and dying,

might be adopted to live in your Spirit,

you called to us through the life and death of Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate,
send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit,

whose breath revives us for life,

whose fire rouses us to love.

Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food.

Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit,

that we may be a living tree,

sharing your bounty with all the world.

Holy and benevolent God,

receive our praise and petitions,

for all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One,

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

Please be seated.
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At St. Mark, we share communion with wheat and gluten-free wafers and with red wine and red grape juice.
Everyone is welcome to receive communion, regardless of age, religious background, or life experience.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION SONG: LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD ELW 778
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My  head thou dost with o1l a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
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CoMMUNION HYMN

FOR ALL YOUR SAINTS, O LORD
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Please stand as you are comfortable.

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Living One,

In this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your
wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary
world. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, * Savior, and Spirit, light
your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US ELW 789
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1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead us; much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly let wus seek your fa - vor, wear -ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a- stray.
you have mer-cy to re- lieve us, grace tocleanse, and pow’r to free.
bless-ed Lord and on - ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us stll
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved wus, love us still.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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Thank you to today’s wors hip leaders!
Lector: Carol Kasabach
Communion Assistant: Carol Kasabach
Ushers: Haig Kasabach and Leon Boyer
Livestream Operator: Judy Oiler
Altar Guild: Karen Breninghouse and Linda Scalzo
Pastor: Rev. Linnéa K. Clark
Church Administrator: Robin Harris
Minister of Music: John Kling
Ministers: People of St. Mark

Worship with Us

We gather for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am (a full-length, more formal service)
and on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm (a shorter, more informal service).

We host Peace of Mindfulness, a mindfulness meditation class, on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.
Beginners and advanced practitioners alike are welcome.

Serve with Us

We welcome volunteers every Sunday after worship to help with Lunches with Love, which prepares lunches
for clients of HomeFront. Recently, we shared our 16,000t lunch! Contact Karen Breninghouse
(kbreninghouse@gmail.com) for more information.

Contact Us
You can reach our office at admin@stmarkhamilton.org and at (609) 585-7087.

You can reach Pastor Linnéa Clark directly at pastor@stmarkhamilton.org
or at (215) 620-4977 in case of emergency.

You can also find us online at stmarkhamilton.org
and at facebook.com/stmarkhamilton.

Liturgical texts copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress from sundaysandseasons.com. Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS023104. Used by permission.

Music reprinted with permission under Onelicense #A-728813. All rights reserved.

Scripture texts from New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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