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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
JANUARY 25,2026

ST. MARK EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
HAMILTON, NJ

A family of faith, rooted in Word and Sacrament
proclaiming the redeeming love of Jesus Christ
through worship, nurture, and service.



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of
God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light most
profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. We are
sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE

Please stand as you are comfortable.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,

the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.

Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we will do justice, love mercy,

and go humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ and
forgives your sin in 7 Jesus’ name. The Spirit gives you strength to live for others and
blesses you with the gift of peace.

Amen.
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1 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er dwell-ing in the ho - liest realms of light;
2 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er liv-ing as the church’s ver - y  life;
3 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er work-ing through the church’s min - is - try;
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Ho - ly Spir - it, ev-er brood-ing o'er a worldof gloom and night;
Ho - ly Spir - i, ev-er striv-ing throughus in a cease - less strife;
quick-"ning, strength-"ning, and ab - solv-ing, set - tingcap-tive sin - ners free;
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Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er rais-ing those of carth to thrones on  high;
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er form-ing in the churchthe mind of  Christ:
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er bind-ing age to age and soul to  soul
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liv - ing, life - im - part-ing Spir-it, you we praise and mag - ni - fy.
you we praise with end -less wor-ship for your gifts and fruits un - priced.
in  com-mu - nion nev-er end-ing, you we wor-ship and ex - tol
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
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| Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate  in  us new hearts!



GLORY TO GOD
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Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur- pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
0 u
i
—o® o o= o
J —— —
we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, 1in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-try be to God on high!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon
us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the
cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4
1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the LORD]
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time
God will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the
nations.
2The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3You have multiplied exultation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4For the yoke of their burden
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsaLMm 27:1, 4-9

1 The Lorp is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear?
The LoRbD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid?

*One thing I ask of the LoRD; one | thing I seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the LoRD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the
beauty of the LorD and to seek God | in the temple.

5For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a rock.

¢ Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me.
Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing
and make music | to the LoRD.

7 Hear my voice, O LoRD, | when I call;
have mercy on me and | answer me.

8 My heart speaks your message— | “
Your face, O Lorp, | I will seek.

9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of | my
salvation.

Seek my face.”



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
10 Now I appeal to you, siblings, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in
agreement and that there be no divisions among you but that you be knit together in the
same mind and the same purpose. 11 For it has been made clear to me by Chloe’s people
that there are quarrels among you, my siblings. 12 What [ mean is that each of you says, “I
belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.”
13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name
of Paul? 141 thank God that [ baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 1> so that no
one can say that you were baptized in my name. 161 did baptize also the household of
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether [ baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did
not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not with eloquent wisdom, so that
the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are comfortable.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23
A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and
Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—
16 the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
light has dawned.”
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.”

18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter,
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 1° And he said to
them, “Follow me, and [ will make you fishers of people.” 20 Immediately they left their
nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets,
and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.

This is the good news of the gospel.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON

Please stand as you are comfortable.
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I “Will you come and fol - low me if I but  call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call
3 “Will you et the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes tue when you but call
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kind and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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pray’t in you and  you in me?”’
mean  in you and  you in me?”’
sound in you and  you in me?”’
grow  in you and  you in me.



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for the gift of life.
Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s resources with all inhabitants of this
garden planet. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the measure of Christ. Free
any who are unjustly accused or wrongly condemned. We pray for those in authority, frail
elders, and any who are sick. We pray for all who are affected by natural disasters. Provide
for their needs and relieve their suffering. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. Nurture in us a spirit of
patience and respect, that we may love one another as you love us. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Offering plates are
located by the entrances to the sanctuary. Your gifts support St. Mark, its mission, and its partnerships with
local, statewide, and national partners.

Please stand as you are comfortable.

OFFERING HYMN HE CAME DowN ELW 253
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1 Hecame down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
2 Hecame down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
3 He came down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
4 Hecame down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light; .
. hal-le - lu-jah for-ev-er - more.
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;
OFFERING PRAYER
God of glory,

Great are your wonders among us, and many are the blessings you bestow. Use us
and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth will
rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

11



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HoLy, HoLy, HoLy
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Ho -ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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san-na in  the high - est; ho -san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

Let your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,

Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever. Amen.

13



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!

At St. Mark, we share communion with wheat and gluten-free wafers and with red wine and red grape juice.
Everyone is welcome to receive communion, regardless of age, religious background, or life experience.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION SONG: LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - ways;
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2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

14



CoMMUNION HYMN FAITH BEGINS BY LETTING GO ACS 1004
e e

|
R e e e e
1 Faith be - gins by let-ting go, giv-ing up what had seemed sure,

2 Faith en-dures by hold-ing on, keep-ing mem-’ry’s roots a - live
3 Faith ma-tures by reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en - larg - ing hearts,
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tak - ing risks and press-ing on, though the way feels less se - cure:

so that hope may bear its fruit; prom -ise - fed, our souls will thrive,
shar-ing strug-gles, liv - ing prayer, bind - ing up the bro-ken parts;
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pil - grim - age bothright and odd, trust-ing all our life to God.

not through mer -it we pos-sess but by God’s great faith - ful - ness.
till we find the com-mon-place ripe with wit - ness to God’s grace.
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Please stand as you are comfortable.

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Incarnate God,

You are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts
the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love in the

everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us.

Amen.

BLESSING
The triune God,

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter,

bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN LET US TALENTS AND TONGUES EMPLOY ELW 674
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1 Let wus tal-entsand tongues em - ploy, reach-ing out with a  shout of joy:

2 Christis a - ble to make us one, at the ta - ble he sets the tone,

3 Je - suscalls us in, sends us out bear-ingfruit in a world of doubt,
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bread is bro-ken,the wine is poured, Christis spo-ken and seen and heard.
teach-ing peo-ple to live to bless, love in word and in deed ex - press.
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Im-man-u-el) ev-'ry-where!
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Je -sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!
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DiSMISSAL

Glory to God in the highest!

And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Thank you to today’s worship leaders!

Lector: Barbara Moonlight
Communion Assistant: Barbara Moonlight
Ushers: Mary Hoh and Nadine Mileski
Livestream: Eileen Mansfield
Pastor: Rev. Linnéa K. Clark
Church Administrator: Robin Harris
Minister of Music: John Kling
Ministers: People of St. Mark

Worship with Us

We gather for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am (a full-length, more formal service)
and on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm (a shorter, more informal service).

We host Peace of Mindfulness, a mindfulness meditation class, on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.
Beginners and advanced practitioners alike are welcome.

Serve with Us

We welcome volunteers every Sunday after worship to help with Lunches with Love, which prepares lunches
for clients of HomeFront. Recently, we shared our 18,000 lunch! Contact Karen Breninghouse
(kbreninghouse@gmail.com) for more information.

Contact Us
You can reach our office at admin@stmarkhamilton.org and at (609) 585-7087.

You can reach Pastor Linnéa Clark directly at pastor@stmarkhamilton.org
or at (215) 620-4977 in case of emergency.

You can also find us online at stmarkhamilton.org
and at facebook.com/stmarkhamilton

Liturgical texts © 2026 Augsburg Fortress from sundaysandseasons.com. Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS023104. Used by permission.

Music reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A-728813. All rights reserved.

Scripture texts from New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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