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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAy 3,2026

ST. MARK EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
HAMILTON, NEW JERSEY

A family of faith, rooted in Word and Sacrament,
proclaiming the redeeming love of Jesus Christ
through worship, nurture, and service.



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to
prepare a place for his followers. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. In words
and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE
Please stand as you are comfortable.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the prayer begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us,

from Crosswicks and Assunpink Creeks to the Delaware River.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.



Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever. Amen.
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our Christ has broughtus o - ver with hymns of vic - to - 1y.
his own “All hail!” and hear - ing, may raise the glad re - frain.

for Christ the Lord has ris - en, our joy that has no end!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace
to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his
risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Proverbs 4:10-18
10 Hear, my child, and accept my words,
that the years of your life may be many.
11T have taught you the way of wisdom;
[ have led you in the paths of uprightness.
12When you walk, your step will not be hampered,
and if you run, you will not stumble.
13 Keep hold of instruction; do not let go;
guard her, for she is your life.
14 Do not enter the path of the wicked,
and do not walk in the way of evildoers.
15 Avoid it; do not go on it;
turn away from it and pass on.
16 For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong;
they are robbed of sleep unless they have made someone stumble.
17For they eat the bread of wickedness
and drink the wine of violence.
18 But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn,
which shines brighter and brighter until full day.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PsaLm 119:25-32
25 My soul cleaves | to the dust;
give me life according | to your word.
26| have recounted my ways, and you | answered me;
instruct me | in your statutes.
27 Make me understand the way of | your commandments,
that I may meditate on your | marvelous works.
28 My soul melts a- | way from sorrow;
sustain me according | to your word.
29 Take from me the | way of lying;
let me find grace | through your teaching.
30] have chosen the | way of faithfulness;
I have set your judg- | ments before me.
311 hold fast to | your decrees;
O Lorp, do not put | me to shame.
32 will run the way of | your commandments,
for you increase my | heart's capacity.

SECOND READING: Acts 7:55-60

55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with
a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and
began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named
Saul. 5 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”

60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against
them.” When he had said this, he died.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are comfortable.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 14:1-14
A reading from the holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe
also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if [ go and prepare a place for you,
[ will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be
also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” > Thomas said to him, “Lord,
we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him, “I
am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If
you know me, you will know God also. From now on you do know God and have seen God.”
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ? Jesus said to
him, “Have [ been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 19 Do you not believe
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that [ say to you I do not speak
on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that [ am in the
Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works
themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that
I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to God. 131 will do
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 1#If in my
name you ask me for anything, [ will do it.”

This is the good news of the gospel.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
SERMON

Please stand as you are comfortable.



HYMN OF THE DAY BAPTIZED IN WATER ELW 456
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prom - ise, faith-ful - ly now God’s praise we sing.
giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we sing.

PRESENTATION
The candidate for baptism, her sponsors, and her family members gather at the font. The assembly is seated.

BAPTISM OF EMMY AUDREY SCHARNIKOW

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of
Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of

the world.

Family: We present Emmy for baptism.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have
Emmy baptized into Christ?
Response: We do.



As you bring Emmy to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help Emmy grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: We do.

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Emmy in the Christian faith as you are empowered
by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the
church?

Response: We do.

People of God, do you promise to support Emmy and pray for her in her new life in Christ?
We do.

Please stand as you are comfortable.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

[ ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

I renounce them!

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

I renounce them!

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

I renounce them!

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
10



Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We praise you, O God, for water:

the rain that nourishes animals and plants,
the water for drinking and bathing.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for our water stories:
a flood that cleansed the earth,

the sea that drowned the enemy,

ariver that healed leprosy.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We remember the waters of Jesus:
baptized in the Jordan River,
calming the Sea of Galilee,
drinking from Jacob’s Well,
healing at the pool of Bethesda,
washing the disciples’ feet.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, at this font.

Through this washing,

bring Emmy to birth in the family of Christ,
bathed in mercy and alive in the Spirit.

We praise you, O God, for baptism.

O God, you are the ocean, sustaining this earth.

0 God, you are the river, saving us from death.

0 God, you are the fountain, granting us health and well-being.
We praise you, O God, today, tomorrow, forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.
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BAPTISM
Emmy, [ baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give
your children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Sustain
Emmy with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in
your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

Emmy, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of
Christ forever.
Amen.

WELCOME
Jesus said, [ am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life.

A lighted candle is given to the newly baptized.

Let us welcome the newly baptized:

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to
all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us
pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and valleys.
Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments of
peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion,
and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any in
need, and comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your
healing hands in this world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are
never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to
your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Offering plates are
located by the entrances to the sanctuary. Your gifts support St. Mark, its mission, and its partnerships with
local, statewide, and national partners.

Please stand as you are comfortable.

OFFERING HYMN LET THE VINYARDS BE FRUITFUL ELW 181
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OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

Your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish
the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts, draw us into the death and
life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We asKk this in Jesus’
name. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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HoLy, HoLy, HoLy
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Creator of the cosmos, Breath of heaven, Lover of us all,
you are our praise, our life, our joy.

You are there through desert wanderings and willful murmurings,
rebellious running and tears of complaint.

You are there when sorrow becomes our daily food;

you rescue us from ruin and anoint us with blessing.

You are there in stable and temple, river and hillside,

cross and tomb and even beyond the grave.

Rising Sun, Soaring Spirit, Radiant Lord,

you are there in shining glory,

overcoming death and welcoming us to life.

You meet us in the breaking of the bread;

you pour out the cup of salvation;

you feed us with grace and overwhelm us with love.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Christ, by your Spirit,

make these gifts your body and your blood.
By your Spirit,

make us one with you and with each other.

By your Spirit,

make us strong that we will share your love
with your blessed and broken world.

Fount of mercy, Fire of justice, dearest Friend,
bind us to you and send us out

to seek and serve and sing your praise,

until you gather us up in glory

and bright, unending song.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to meet Jesus in the broken bread. These are the gifts of God for the people of God,
holy things for holy people, and they are for you.

We share communion with wheat and gluten-free wafers, red wine, and red grape juice. Everyone is welcome
to receive communion, regardless of religious background or age.
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COMMUNION SONG: LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS ELW 502
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!
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6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.



COMMUNION HYMN WHAT FEAST OF LOVE ELW 487
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Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God 18 giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God 18 giv - en!

20



COMMUNION HYMN
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I Break now the bread of Christ’s sac - 1 - fice; giv - ing
2 Seek not the food that will pass a - way; set  your
3 Love as the one who, in love for you, gave him -
4 Dwell in the one who now dwells in  you; make your
5 Drink of this cup and de - clare his death; eat this
0 "
f ‘I I | |
[ _J & O [ I I
y - s -
thanks, hun-gry ones, gath-er round. Eat, all of you, and be
hearts on the food that en - dures. Come, learn the true and the
self for the life  of the world. Come to the one who is
home in the life - giv-ing Word. Know on - ly Chnst, Ho - ly
bread and be-lieve Eas-ter morn; trust his re -turn and, with

n B — Refrain
¥ I I
,’@ | s —° o =
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sat - 1s - fied; in Christ’s pres - ence the loaves will a - bound.
liv - ing way, that the full - ness of life may be yours.
food for you, that your hun - ger and thirst be no more.
One of God, and be - lieve in the truth  you have heard.
ev - 'ry breath, praise the one in whom you are re - born.
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Please stand as you are comfortable.

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Receive the good news: Christ is risen from the dead.

Tell the good news: the power of death shall no more oppress us.

Live the good news: we are free to love as he has loved us.

God, who raised Jesus from the dead, bless you

and by the power of the Holy Spirit raise you with him in glory. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ALLELUIA! JESUSIS RISEN! ELW 377
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1 Al - le - lu - ial Je - sus is ris - en!
2 Walk-ing the way, Christ in the cen - ter
3 Je - sus the vine, we arc the branch - es;
4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, be s1 - lent:
5 Cit - vy of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er,
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Trum - pets re - sound-ing in glo - i - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - 1y to 0 - pen our eyes;
life m the Spir - it the fruit  of  the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
gold - en Je - r1u - sa - lem, Je - sus the Lamb,
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Splen-dor, the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break -ing  our bread, giv - ing us glo - 1y
heav - en to earth, Christ to the peco - ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O  grave, be o -  pen!
v - er of life, saints and arch - an -  gels,
01 . — . .
¥y p 4 K— | |
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y !
Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing to me.
Clothe us in won - der, a - dorn us in light.
sing withcre - a - tion to God the I AM!
n |, Refrain
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Je - sus 1S s - en and we shall a - rise.
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Give God the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!

23




DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Thank you to today’s worship leaders!
Lector: Melissa Walker
Communion Assistant: Melissa Walker
Ushers: Haig Kasabach and Leon Boyer
Livestream Operator: Michaela Arzt
Altar Guild: Linda Scalzo
Pastor: Rev. Linnéa Clark
Office Administrator: Robin Harris
Minister of Music: John Kling
Ministers: People of St. Mark

Worship with Us

We gather for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am (a full-length, more formal service)
and on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm (a shorter, more informal service). You are always welcome.

We host Peace of Mindfulness, a mindfulness meditation class, on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.
Beginners and advanced practitioners alike are welcome.

Serve with Us

We welcome volunteers every Sunday after worship to help with Lunches with Love, which prepares lunches
for clients of HomeFront. Recently, we shared our 19,000 lunch! Contact Karen Breninghouse
(kbreninghouse@gmail.com) for more information.

Contact Us
You can reach our office at admin@stmarkhamilton.org and at (609) 585-7087.

You can reach Pastor Linnéa Clark directly at pastor@stmarkhamilton.org
or at (215) 620-4977 in case of emergency.

You can also find us online at stmarkhamilton.org
and at facebook.com/stmarkhamilton.

Copyrights and Permissions

Worship texts from sundaysandseasons.com, copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #5AS023104.

Music reprinted with permission under Onelicense #A-728813. All rights reserved.

Scripture texts from New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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