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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY  
In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will 

empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples were told to not gaze up into heaven to 
look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. 

We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission. 
 

GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE 
 

Please stand as you are comfortable.  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the prayer begins. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb! Amen. 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us,  
from Crosswicks and Assunpink Creeks to the Delaware River. 
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN   CHRIST IS ALIVE! LET CHRISTIANS SING        ELW 389 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right 
hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world 
may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Daniel 7:9-14 
9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne; 
 his clothing was white as snow 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
11 I watched then because of the noise of the arrogant words that the horn was speaking. 
And as I watched, the beast was put to death and its body destroyed and given over to be 
burned with fire. 12 As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their 
lives were prolonged for a season and a time. 13 As I watched in the night visions, 
 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 24:7-10  
7Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O ever- | lasting doors, 

that the King of glory | may come in. 
8Who is this | King of glory? 

The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, might- | y in battle! 
9Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O ever- | lasting doors, 

that the King of glory | may come in. 
10Who is this | King of glory? 

Truly, the LORD of hosts is the | King of glory. 
 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 
 15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 
this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers, 17 that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the God of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know God, 18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, 
you may perceive what is the hope to which God has called you, what are the riches of 
God’s glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of 
God power for us who believe, according to the working of God’s great power. 20 God put 
this power to work in Christ when God raised him from the dead and seated him at God’s 
right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to 
come. 22 And God has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all 
things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of Christ who fills all in all. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are comfortable.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-52 
A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  44 Then [Jesus] said to [the apostles], “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, 
and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to 
rise from the dead on the third day 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of 
these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what God promised, so stay here in the city 
until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
  50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them. 51 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 
heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 
 
This is the good news of the gospel. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
SERMON 
 
Please stand as you are comfortable.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING  ELW 393 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 
pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

 
Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants and 
animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have made. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political leaders, 
business leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for peace and 
equity. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships. Soothe 
the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with memory loss and their 
families, and heal the sick. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those experiencing 
significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new employment, and 
accompany us in our prayers during these times. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Offering plates are 
located by the entrances to the sanctuary. Your gifts support St. Mark, its mission, and its partnerships with 
local, statewide, and national partners. 
 
Please stand as you are comfortable. 
 
OFFERING HYMN LET THE VINYARDS BE FRUITFUL   ELW 181 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
Your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish 
the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts, draw us into the death and 
life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
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PREFACE   
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Creator of the cosmos, Breath of heaven, Lover of us all,  
you are our praise, our life, our joy.  
 

You are there through desert wanderings and willful murmurings,  
rebellious running and tears of complaint. 
You are there when sorrow becomes our daily food; 
you rescue us from ruin and anoint us with blessing. 
You are there in stable and temple, river and hillside,  
cross and tomb and even beyond the grave.  
 

Rising Sun, Soaring Spirit, Radiant Lord,  
you are there in shining glory,  
overcoming death and welcoming us to life. 
You meet us in the breaking of the bread;  
you pour out the cup of salvation;  
you feed us with grace and overwhelm us with love. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
  
 
 

  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



 15 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Christ, by your Spirit,  
make these gifts your body and your blood.  
By your Spirit,  
make us one with you and with each other. 
By your Spirit,  
make us strong that we will share your love 
with your blessed and broken world.  
 

Fount of mercy, Fire of justice, dearest Friend,  
bind us to you and send us out  
to seek and serve and sing your praise,  
until you gather us up in glory 
and bright, unending song.  
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to meet Jesus in the broken bread. These are the gifts of God for the people of God, 
holy things for holy people, and they are for you. 
 
We share communion with wheat and gluten-free wafers, red wine, and red grape juice. Everyone is welcome 
to receive communion, regardless of religious background or age.  
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COMMUNION SONG: LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN THAT EASTER DAY WITH JOY WAS BRIGHT ELW 384 
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COMMUNION HYMN O CHRIST, OUR HOPE ELW 604 
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Please stand as you are comfortable. 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith 
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
Receive the good news: Christ is risen from the dead.  
Tell the good news: the power of death shall no more oppress us.  
Live the good news: we are free to love as he has loved us.  
God, who raised Jesus from the dead, bless you 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit raise you with him in glory. Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN             THINE IS THE GLORY        ELW 376 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

 
 
 

Thank you to today’s worship leaders! 
Lector: Debbie Guido 

Communion Assistant: Debbie Guido 
Ushers: Mary Hoh and Nadine Mileski 

Livestream Operator: Eileen Mansfield 
Altar Guild: Linda Scalzo 
Pastor: Rev. Linnéa Clark 

Office Administrator: Robin Harris 
Minister of Music: John Kling 
Ministers: People of St. Mark 

 
Worship with Us 

 

We gather for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am (a full-length, more formal service)  
and on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm (a shorter, more informal service). You are always welcome. 

 

We host Peace of Mindfulness, a mindfulness meditation class, on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.  
Beginners and advanced practitioners alike are welcome. 

 
Serve with Us 

 

We welcome volunteers every Sunday after worship to help with Lunches with Love, which prepares lunches 
for clients of HomeFront. Recently, we shared our 19,000th lunch! Contact Karen Breninghouse 

(kbreninghouse@gmail.com) for more information. 
 

Contact Us 
 

You can reach our office at admin@stmarkhamilton.org and at (609) 585-7087.  
 

You can reach Pastor Linnéa Clark directly at pastor@stmarkhamilton.org  
or at (215) 620-4977 in case of emergency.  

 

You can also find us online at stmarkhamilton.org  
and at facebook.com/stmarkhamilton. 
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