ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
AUGUST 9, 2026

ST. MARK EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
HAMILTON, NEW JERSEY

A family of faith, rooted in Word and Sacrament,
proclaiming the redeeming love of Jesus Christ
through worship, nurture, and service.



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the
disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. God grants us
peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

WELCOME

PRELUDE

Please stand as you are comfortable.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,

and [ will give you rest.”

In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God'’s love.

Amen.
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Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a

2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren

with a

lib - er - at-ing light;
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praise the One who frees the pris-"ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.

praise the One who drove out
Je - sus died and rose for man -y

de - mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.

that we may know God by

grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal -ing ev - 'ty dread dis -ease,
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Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;

Let us sing for joy and gla/ii\—ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm - ing storms and feed-ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.

from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in

ev - Ty land.

Praise the one

re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid.
Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18

9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijjah?” 10 He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the LoRD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

11 The word of the LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for
the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind,
and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer
silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood
at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LorD, the God of hosts, for
the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it
away.” 1> Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 1¢ Also you shall
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of
Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu
shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that
has not kissed him.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 85:8-13
81 will listen to what the Lord | God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts
to you.
9 Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land.
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have | kissed each other.
11 Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
12The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity,
and our land will | yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the Lord
and shall prepare for | God a pathway.

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15

> Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person
who does these things will live by them.” ¢ But the righteousness that comes from faith
says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ
down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the
dead). 8 But what does it say?

“The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ° because if you confess with your mouth that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. 19 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with
the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be
put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord
of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.”

14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone to proclaim him? 1> And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it
is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are comfortable.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33
A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of
Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.zs And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went
up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 2« but by this
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against
them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 2¢ But when the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they
cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is [; do
not be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water.” 22 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and
came toward Jesus. 3 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and,
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand
and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got
into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you
are the Son of God.”

This is the good news of the gospel.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON



Please stand as you are comfortable.
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3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, [ will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, Tl sing on; and
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all
of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be heard.
Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its
faithful witness.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its
variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our
hearts with compassion to join in this work.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of
authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike
mercy to all who are afraid or in danger.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving
presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a
turbulent world. Guide our church leaders with your still, calm voice.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly journey,
that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Offering plates are
located by the entrances to the sanctuary. Your gifts support St. Mark, its mission, and its partnerships with
local, statewide, and national partners.

Please stand as you are comfortable.

OFFERING HYMN CHRIST, OUR PEACE ACS 1037
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OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

We offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share
freely of your love so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HoLy, HoLy, HoLy

san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na in

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

We praise you, all-holy God,

our maker, our lover, our keeper,

for the universe beyond our knowing,

for lands and seas and all their animals,
and for friends and strangers and family.
We praise you for your covenant people,
for Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Miriam,
and for centuries of faithful Christians,

for Mary and Mary Magdalene, Peter and Paul.
We praise you for your son Jesus Christ,
who saves us from sin and from evil.

On the night before he died, he took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for your Holy Spirit,

your breath, your fire, your wisdom.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Christ,
inspire your people for service,

and renew the world with your mercy,

with your healing, your justice, and your peace.
We praise you, all-holy God, holy Three, holy One,
today, tomorrow, and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us, saying:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the Kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good. These are the gifts of God for the people of God, holy
things for holy people, and they are for you.

We share communion with wheat and gluten-free wafers, red wine, and red grape juice. Everyone is
welcome to receive communion, regardless of religious background or age.

Please be seated.
15
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CoMMUNION HYMN ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE ELW 756
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COMMUNION HYMN PREcIOUS LORD, TAKE MY HAND ELW 773
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall.
at the riv - er 1 stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
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Take my hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.

Please stand as you are comfortable.

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and cup our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, one God, bless, heal, and hold you, today and always.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN WHAT A FELLOWSHIP, WHAT A Joy DIVINE ELW 774
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(S [ - =
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
Refrain
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Lean - ing, lean - ing, safe and se-cure from all a - larms;
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lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.
DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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Thank you to today’s worship leaders!
Lector: John Hoge
Communion Assistant: John Hoge
Ushers: Michaela Arzt and JoAnne Malta
Livestream Operator: Judy Oiler
Altar Guild: Mary and Tim Hoh
Preacher and Presider: Rev. Michael McKillip
Pastor: Rev. Linnéa Clark
Office Administrator: Robin Harris
Minister of Music: John Kling
Ministers: People of St. Mark

Worship with Us

We gather for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am (a full-length, more formal service)
and on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm (a shorter, more informal service). You are always welcome.

We host Peace of Mindfulness, a mindfulness meditation class, on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.
Beginners and advanced practitioners alike are welcome.

Serve with Us

We welcome volunteers every Sunday after worship to help with Lunches with Love, which prepares lunches
for clients of HomeFront. Recently, we shared our 20,000t lunch! Contact Karen Breninghouse
(kbreninghouse@gmail.com) for more information.

Contact Us
You can reach our office at admin@stmarkhamilton.org and at (609) 585-7087.

You can reach Pastor Linnéa Clark directly at pastor@stmarkhamilton.org
or at (215) 620-4977 in case of emergency.

You can also find us online at stmarkhamilton.org
and at facebook.com/stmarkhamilton.

Copyrights and Permissions

Worship texts from sundaysandseasons.com, copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SA5023104.

Music reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A-728813. All rights reserved.

Scripture texts from New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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