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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY  
The Season of Creation is a month of the church calendar that calls our attention to the goodness of God’s 
creation all around us, our place within it, and our vocation to be its stewards. Today is River and Stream 

Sunday. In the Bible, rivers and streams offer relief, healing, and life. How does God speak to us today 
through flowing water? 

 
GATHERING 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE 
 

Please stand as you are comfortable.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the prayer begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who so loves the world and all who live in it. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, creation, and one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Reconciling God, 
we expect nature to serve our needs,  
and we have damaged it in the process.  
We trample every wild place and pollute your waters.  
We abuse your good earth until it cries out in pain.  
Forgive us, loving God.  
Remind us of the covenant you made with the whole earth.  
Nourish us to tend your awe-inspiring creation.  
Amen. 
 
Christ, the one who was buried in the heart of the earth  
and then raised up to new life, + forgives you all your sin.  
Freed from your burdens, be led by the Spirit  
to do God’s healing work in the world. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN   CRASHING WATERS AT CREATION ELW 455 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE      ABBA, ABBA, HEAR US   ACS 1072 

 



 5

HYMN OF PRAISE  HALLELUJAH! SING PRAISE TO YOUR CREATOR   ACS 1091 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. 
Parent of creation, the river that flows from God’s throne also flows through our 
local waterways, from the Assunpink Creek to the Delaware River. Bless these 
waters and guide our efforts to keep them healthy. Wash us in your promise, lead us 
to live into our baptismal calling, and empower us through Christ, the Lamb. Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated.  
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 47:1-12 
  1 Then [the man] brought me back to the entrance of the temple; there water was 
flowing from below the entryway of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced 
east), and the water was flowing down from below the south side of the temple, south of 
the altar. 2 Then he brought me out by way of the north gate and led me around on the 
outside to the outer gate that faces toward the east, and the water was trickling out on the 
south side. 
  3 Going on eastward with a cord in his hand, the man measured one thousand cubits 
and then led me through the water, and it was ankle-deep. 4 Again he measured one 
thousand and led me through the water, and it was knee-deep. Again he measured one 
thousand and led me through the water, and it was up to the waist. 5 Again he measured 
one thousand, and it was a river that I could not cross, for the water had risen; it was deep 
enough to swim in, a river that could not be crossed. 6 He said to me, “Mortal, have you 
seen this?” 
  Then he led me back along the bank of the river. 7 As I came back, I saw on the bank of 
the river a great many trees on the one side and on the other. 8 He said to me, “This water 
flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, and when it enters the 
sea, the sea of stagnant waters, the water will become fresh. 9 Wherever the river goes, 
every living creature that swarms will live, and there will be very many fish once these 
waters reach there. It will become fresh, and everything will live where the river goes. 
10 People will stand fishing beside the sea from En-gedi to En-eglaim; it will be a place for 
the spreading of nets; its fish will be of a great many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea. 
11 But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they are to be left for salt. 12 On the 
banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves 
will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the 
water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food and their leaves for 
healing.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 104:25-30 
25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 

living things both | small and great. 
26There go the ships | to and fro, 

and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 
27All of them | look to you 

to give them their food | in due season. 
28You give it to them; they | gather it; 

you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 
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9When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 
when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 

30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 
and so you renew the face | of the earth. 

 
SECOND READING: Revelation 22:1-5  
 1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, ϐlowing from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city. On either 
side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each 
month, and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will 
be found there anymore. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 
servants will worship him; 4 they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 
5 And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will 
be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are comfortable.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  LORD, LET MY HEART BE GOOD SOIL   ELW 512 
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GOSPEL: John 7:37-38 
A reading from the holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
  37 On the last day of the [Festival of Booths], the great day, while Jesus was standing [in 
the temple], he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38 and let the one who 
believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers 
of living water.’” 
 
This is the good news of the gospel.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

 

SERMON 
 

Please stand as you are comfortable. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                            HERE I AM, LORD     ELW 574 
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REMEMBERING WILLIAM B. PRIOR 
All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. In his baptism, Bill was clothed with 
Christ. In the day of Christ’s coming, he shall be clothed with glory.  
 
Water is poured into the baptismal font.  
 
Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, who by 
your breath gave us life, we glorify you.  
We glorify you.  
 
Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose 
from the grave to open the way to everlasting life, we praise you. 
We praise you.  
 
Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure confidence 
and everlasting hope, we worship you.  
We worship you.  
 
To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
Let us commend William B. Prior to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer.  
 
A lit candle is floated in the waters of the baptismal font.  
 
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Bill. Acknowledge, we 
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your 
own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of 
everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen.  
 
Now, Lord, you let your servant | go in peace; 
your word has | been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the sal- | vation  
which you have prepared in the sight of | every people,  
a light to reveal you to the | nations  
and the glory of your | people Israel.  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy | Spirit,  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will | be forever. Amen. 
 
Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon him. Amen.  
 
Please be seated. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world. 

A brief silence. 

God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and transform 
your holy church. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day. Attend to us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it. We 
give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation. Attend to us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones, and shelter 
those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced people and 
refugees. Attend to us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to all who 
are sick or suffering. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our 
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Offering plates are 
located by the entrances to the sanctuary. Your gifts support St. Mark, its mission, and its partnerships with 
local, statewide, and national partners. 
 
Please stand as you are comfortable. 
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OFFERING HYMN FOR THE WHOLENESS OF THE EARTH   ACS 1067 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving Creator, 
All creation comes from you: forests, lands and prairies, wild places, rivers and 
streams. As we bring our offerings to you, we ask that you bless them so that your 
kingdom comes on earth as in heaven; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places  
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  
through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
who entered the heart of the Earth,  
opening the way for humanity to be restored with all creation  
to your divine goodness.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
with the church on Earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY    HEAVEN OPENED TO ISAIAH   ACS 1090 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Sculptor of the Earth, we praise you,  
for your fingers traced the rivers across the land  
and lifted up the mountains. 
Painter of the landscapes, we praise you,  
for your brushstrokes bring color to our forests  
and vitality to our wilderness spaces. 
Breath of life, we praise you,  
for the gift of your wind sustains our very living  
and brings all flora and fauna dancing into being. 
In great joy you sent to the canvas of the cosmos  
your Son, Jesus Christ,  
to bring restoration and healing to all that is broken. 
 
On the night before he died,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup,  
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With this bread and cup, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
O Holy God, reveal the Word made flesh  
through the mending of the woodlands and prairies,  
of the rocky peaks and valley streams.  
Renew our awareness of our place in the web of creation.  
Send us with a yearning hunger  
to advocate for a healthier planet. 
All glory is yours, blessed Trinity,  
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier,  
now and forever.   
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. These are the gifts of God for the people of God, holy 
things for holy people, and they are for you. 
 
We share communion with wheat and gluten-free wafers, red wine, and red grape juice. Everyone is 
welcome to receive communion, regardless of religious background or age.  
 
Please be seated. 
 

COMMUNION SONG    O LAMB OF GOD, YOU BEAR THE SIN 
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COMMUNION HYMN                      ABIDE WITH ME     ELW 629 
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COMMUNION HYMN                          WHEN AT LAST THE RAIN FALLS ACS 1066 
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Please stand as you are comfortable. 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Sustaining Creator,  
We thank you for this life-giving meal. You never give up on your beautiful creation, 
even though we damaged it. Jesus was broken on the cross, but the risen Lord 
pursues us with new life. Send us as signs of your redeeming power to restore our 
relationship with all of creation. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, who breathes life into you and all living things, who heals all the world, and 
who sustains all creation, give you peace and purpose, in the name of the + triune God, 
holy Three in One. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN       LET JUSTICE FLOW LIKE STREAMS   ELW 717 
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DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Care for creation. 
Thanks be to God.  
  
POSTLUDE 

Thank you to today’s worship leaders! 

Lector: Rebecca London 
Communion Assistant: Wayne Herpel 

 Ushers: Mary Hoh and Nadine Mileski 
Livestream Operator: Eileen Mansfield 

Altar Guild: Lisa Fritzinger and Michaela Arzt 
Pastor: Rev. Linnéa Clark 

Seminarian and Preacher: Erin Brody 
Minister of Music: John Kling 

Office Administrator: Robin Harris 
Ministers: People of St. Mark 

 
Worship with Us 

 

We gather for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am (a full-length, more formal service)  
and on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm (a shorter, more informal service). You are always welcome. 

 

We host Peace of Mindfulness, a mindfulness meditation class, on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.  
Beginners and advanced practitioners alike are welcome. 

 
Serve with Us 

 

We welcome volunteers every Sunday after worship to help with Lunches with Love, which prepares lunches 
for clients of HomeFront. Recently, we shared our 20,000th lunch! Contact Karen Breninghouse 

(kbreninghouse@gmail.com) for more information. 
 

Contact Us 
 

You can reach our office at admin@stmarkhamilton.org and at (609) 585-7087.  
 

You can reach Pastor Linnéa Clark directly at pastor@stmarkhamilton.org  
or at (215) 620-4977 in case of emergency.  

 

You can also find us online at stmarkhamilton.org  
and at facebook.com/stmarkhamilton. 

 
Copyrights and Permissions 
Prayers of Intercession and prayers of remembrance for William B. Prior from sundaysandseasons.com, copyright 2026 Augsburg 
Fortress. Used by permission. Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS023104. 
All other liturgical texts from Let All Things Now Living: A Worship & Preaching Resource for Season of Creation Year A, 
created by a team of the Creation Care Subcommittee of the Northern Illinois Synod (ELCA). Used by permission. Copyright 2020-
2026. 
Music reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A-728813. All rights reserved. 
Scripture texts from New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 


